PARISH OF THE DUNSFORTHS
Village Annual General Meeting Minutes
30th June 2021 at 6.30pm at St. Mary’s Church, Lower Dunsforth
Present:

Chair
Joan Holmes
Secretary
Nic Holmes
NYCC/HBC Cllr Robert Windass
23 parishioners
Apologies for absence were noted from several parishioners
1. Minutes of AGM 12th October 2020
1.1. The minutes of the previous AGM were proposed for acceptance as a true record by Phil
Jones, seconded by Keith Ramsay, and agreed by the meeting.
2. Matter arising
2.1. The previous Chairman’s report emphasised the need for succession planning for
officers of the parish meeting and the proposal to hold a Community Governance Review
(CGR). NH outlined the options facing the meeting:
§ remain as we are, which needs parishioners to volunteer to be Chair,
Deputy, Secretary and Responsible Financial Officer (none forthcoming
to date);
§ remain as a separate parish but re-constituted as a Parish Council,
which requires a referendum, support from HBC, identification and
election of counsellors and a lengthy (minimum one year) process to
change;
§ absorb the parish into one or more neighbouring parishes, which would
require a similar process as for re-constitution as a PC.
NH also explained that delays in a decision have been due to the pandemic, staff turnover in
the Democratic Services team at HBC and the stated intention by HBC to hold a district-wide
CGR which could remove the need for a specific Dunsforths’ review. However, Harriet
Clarke, Trainee Democratic Services Officer at HBC, has agreed to discuss a way forward
with colleagues and revert by 9th July.
After discussion, the meeting voted on a proposal by Keith Ramsay, seconded by Don
O’Mahoney, to proceed towards becoming a Parish Council. A majority of 17 voted in favour
but it should be noted that any decision would be subjective to the lengthy process
highlighted above.
3. Resignation and Election of Officers
3.1. The current office holders agreed to remain in post pending the review but NH reemphasised his need to reduce commitment to the secretary and financial officer roles.
David Sapwell volunteered to take over responsibility for managing the village website.
All other roles were agreed en-bloc and passed by the meeting as noted below:
Chair (Joan Holmes)
Vice Chair (Rob Sanderson)
Secretary (Nic Holmes)
Financial Officer (Nic Holmes)
Footpath Officer (Georgina Bean)
Neighbourhood Watch Leads (John Ayres, Alan Bailey)
Flood Wardens (Phil Jones, Rob Sanderson, other names?)

4. Chairman's Annual Report
4.1. A copy of Joan Holmes’ report is appended
5. Finance Report for year ending 31st March 2021
5.1. NH proposed approval (seconded by Georgina Bean) of the Annual Governance and
Accountability report, including the internal audit report, the annual governance
statement, the accounting statements as circulated with the agenda of this meeting and
the certificate of exemption. The proposal was voted on and agreed by the meeting.
5.2. In addition, NH announced that the statutory period for the exercise of public rights
would begin on 1st July 2021 and the appropriate notice would be published immediately
following this meeting.
5.3. All of the accounting statements and associated documentation are now published on
the village website.
6. Millennium Fund
6.1. JH updated the meeting on the minimal activities of the Millennium Fund due to the
pandemic and presented the financial statement which is now published along with
parish meeting accounting statements on the village website.
7. Flood Management Report
7.1. Phil Jones updated the meeting on the procurement of storage, sandbags and a small
pump.
7.2. Training of four new flood wardens and a meeting with the Environment Agency are to be
scheduled shortly.
7.3. WhatsApp will continue to be used as a means of rapid communication on flood
events/risks in Lower Dunsforth
8. Footpaths Report
8.1. Georgina Bean advised the meeting on the condition of the riverside footpath which
needs re-establishing and asked all villagers to highlight any other issues.
8.2. Keith Ramsay noted the repair and replacement of foot bridges in the parish over the last
year and thanked those responsible.
9. Any other business
There being no further business, the AGM was closed to be succeeded by the ordinary
Parish business meeting.

